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CONFIDENTIAL DAR ES SALAAM 1074 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, TZ, CU 

SUBJECT: FIDEL CASTRO MARCH 16-18 VISIT TO TANZANIA 

REF: DAR ES SALAAM 1063 

1 . THERE ARE A NUMBER OF INDICATIONS HERE THAT CASTRO'S COMING 
TO TANZANIA WAS DECIDED ONLY VERY RECENTLY. 

2. AS A MAJOR ANTI-IMPERIALIST FIGURE AND CHIEF OF STATE OF A 
COUNTRY ALREADY VISITED BY PRESIDENT NYERERE, TANGOV WOULD 
HAVE BEEN EXPECTED TO BEGIN PLANNING CASTRO VISIT WELL IN ADVANCE 
INCLUDING APPROPRIATE PUBLICITY BUILD-UP TO ASSURE PROPITIOUS 
ATMOSPHERE. ALL THIS IS LACKING, AS IS CLEAR FROM RATHER 
BREATHLESS TONE OF FIRST ANNOUNCEMENT (REFTEL). 

3. TANGOV PROTOCOL OFFICER HAD TOLD US EAR I, TER THAT THIS WAS 
LAST QUIET WEEK BEFORE MARCH 22-26 FIRST PODGORNY VISIT. (HE 
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RETURNS APRIL 1-3 FOR VISIT TO GAME PARKS.) 

4. CUBAN AMBASSADOR DEPARTED ON TRANSFER SOME WEEKS AGO 
AND REPLACEMENT HAS STILL NOT ARRIVED. LOCAL SOURCES TOLD US 
THAT CUBAN EMBASSY CONTACT WAS "STUNNED" LAST NIGHT UPON 
RECEIVING NEWS THAT CASTRO WOULD ARRIVE TOMORROW. 
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